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It seems an understatement to describe 2020 as 
an extraordinary year for us all. No less so for the 
Fulbright programme where international travel and 
exchange were upended by a COVID-19 pandemic, 
country lockdowns, flight and visa restrictions. 

Reflecting upon operating in such a novel and fluid 
situation I am struck by the extraordinary fortitude 
of Fulbright awardees, the Commission team and 
the wider Fulbright support framework. I am very 
proud of the Commission team who adapted, at 
short notice, to a virtual Commission with no loss 
in support or service. The past year has allowed 
for reflection on the Fulbright programme in a 
way that is worth noting. In its 75th year the 
Fulbright program is well established but now we 
know it is also highly adaptable, when needed. 
Despite the move to a virtual organisation most 
of our interactions felt extremely personal perhaps 
augmented by video meetings and the need to 
remain in constant contact with Fulbrighters. By 
necessity, we and the Fulbright Foreign Scholarship 
Board (FFSB) sought and implemented innovations 
whilst maintaining the integrity and ethos of 
the program. Within the broad strokes of policy 
there has been a persistent need to find workable 
solutions for individual awardees and program 
activities. Yet sometimes the situation was beyond 
our or the program control; Fulbrighters accepted 
and managed their actions with great resilience.

Our funders and Institutional sponsors deserve 
our thanks and gratitude for continuing to support 
Fulbrighters returning early from their projects in 
Ireland and the U.S. This relieved a lot of potential 
pressure at a time of stress for the 31 Irish and 
30 U.S. Fulbrighters in the 2019-2020 cohort who 
travelled. In September the Fulbright Foreign 
Scholarship Board made the rare decision to allow 
travel outside typical program dates and also to 
allow deferrals in certain circumstances. Again, this 
relieved pressure for many Fulbrighters, in particular 
those 25 U.S. and 34 Irish Fulbrighters in the 2020-
2021 cohort. The Irish Dept of Foreign Affairs and 
the U.S. Embassy in Dublin facilitated awardees 
returns with less complications than experienced in 
many other countries. 

Many Fulbrighters returned home in March-April, yet 
some remained and adapted to their new situations, 
experienced culture in lock down; gaining a Fulbright 
experience like no other. Fulbrighters wrote about 
their experiences in Irish and U.S. media. Those 
who did not get a chance to travel are now being 
incorporated in 2021 and 2022 travel schedules. All 
of which are going ahead.

From September 2020 limited student and FLTA 
program activities commenced with U.S. and Irish 
student awardees granted visas to travel in specific 
circumstances. In their host countries they have 
navigated Covid-19 testing, travel, self-quarantine, 
mixed on campus and remote study or teaching 
activities and occasional lockdown.  Home from 
home at times.

In addition to impacts on the Fulbright program 
there was reduced and virtual activity within the 
EducationUSA program. Funding of Irish language 
activities in U.S. institutions went ahead. FLTA 
immersion weekends began in September 2019 but 
ceased in March 2020. The 2020 Summer Gaeltacht 
program was cancelled with awardees deferred until 
summer 2021. A small number of U.S. Specialists 
also came to Ireland before March.
 
Throughout the year we have successfully worked to 
continue programs into 2021,2022 and indeed 2023. 
There are notable highlights in terms of diversity, 
equity and inclusion (DEI) with the Fulbright DEI 
panel providing expert guidance. Fulbright Prism 
and connection with global Fulbright DEI programs 
has created a significant platform to develop not 
just DEI but also the Fulbright program in terms of 
rigour and outreach.

Some Irish and U.S. Fulbrighters in the 2019-2020 
cohort may have felt that they received a limited 
experience in each country. Anecdotally it seems 
that they will return in the future and most have 
continued their interactions virtually. From a 
Fulbright cultural exchange viewpoint, this is good 
news.

DR DARA FITZGERALD
FULBRIGHT IRELAND-USA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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PROFESSOR DIANNE NEGRA
FULBRIGHT IRELAND-USA CHAIR

In this extraordinarily challenging year, I hope 
that everyone associated with Fulbright in Ireland 
is keeping safe and well and want to take this 
opportunity to send my personal good wishes at 
such a testing time. 

Ten months into the COVID-19 crisis its 
dramatic impacts on our lives are clear: we face 
unprecedented demands, sacrifices that would have 
been hard to imagine a year ago and in many cases 
imposed separations from our loved ones that are 
hard to bear. Another consequence of the crisis 
is a set of pragmatic challenges to mobility and 
collaboration particularly salient to international 
exchange. 

Of course, the COVID-19 crisis has affected the 
operations of the Commissions and the experiences 
of Fulbrighters in myriad ways. I want to express my 
deep appreciation to every member of the Fulbright 
team for their alacrity, resilience and professionalism 
in shifting to a work from home routine with 
minimal disruption to ongoing operations. The 
health emergency led to a number of Fulbright 
awardees having to curtail their travel and other 
arrangements related to their work and in some 
cases to re-imagine how they would carry out their 
research. This they have done in a spirit of creativity 
and determination. 

In similar ways, it has been necessary for the 
Fulbright Board to undertake its work remotely and I 
want to thank the members for their good grace and 
adaptiveness to these circumstances. This year we 
have said goodbye to two departing members from 
the U.S. Embassy, Kirk Wolcott and Mark Bosse, 
and welcomed in their place Chris Wurst and Angie 
Gjertson. We are pleased to also have two additional 
new Board members: Professor Paul Donnelly (TU 
Dublin) and Thea Gilien (Boston College Ireland). 
Paul’s scholarly expertise and experience (he 
himself held a Fulbright) and Thea’s knowledge of 
educational administration make them key assets. 

Fulbright’s global mission centres on the cultivation 

and transfer of expertise and knowledge in 
numerous fields. Its prestige derives from the values 
of intellectual excellence with which it has come to 
be associated and its reputation as an international 
exchange program of the highest calibre. Fulbright 
in Ireland undertakes its work mindful of the specific 
features that characterize the relationship between 
Ireland and the U.S. both historically and in the 
current era. We note the ways in which Ireland’s 
place on the world stage and the nature of its 
relationship to the U.S. is in active flux, as well as 
the manner in which historical diasporic ties are 
being revised and the notion of “Irish America” 
altered and expanded. This year, Fulbright in Ireland 
has operated with a pronounced focus on diversity 
initiatives. We carry out our work being particularly 
sensitized to issues of race, class and gender at a 
time when measures to address inequality have 
acquired new urgency. 

I want to thank all those who have undertaken 
and supported the Commission’s work in this 
exceptional year – the reviewers whose knowledge is 
so instrumental in the selection process, the board 
members who give generously of their time and 
expertise and the US 

Department of State, the Irish Government’s 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the 
Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. 
All are vital to ensuring our continued success. I wish 
to particularly commend the Fulbright scholars who 
have persevered in their research programs and 
plans in the face of COVID-19 related disruptions. 

As I write, the United States is facing a presidential 
election of unprecedented importance, whose 
outcome will have significant consequences for the 
economic, diplomatic and cultural ties between our 
two nations. We look ahead to a 2021 that may 
provide new opportunities on all these fronts and 
to a recharged binational relationship to which 
Fulbright will continue to make key contributions. 



CAMPUS AMBASSADORS
FULBRIGHT IRELAND-USA

The aim of the Fulbright Ireland-USA Campus Ambassador programme 
is to have a Fulbright contact on campus so that students, researchers 

& lecturers can access guidance on how to approach their Fulbright 
applications and easily engage with the Fulbright network.

Athlone IT:
Dr Luke Geever
Carlow IT:
Trina Rea
Cork IT:
Dr Michael D. Murphy 

Dublin City University:
Dr Donal Fitzpatrick
Dundalk IT:
Dr Caroline Sheedy
GMIT:
Dr Katharine West
IT Sligo:
Martin Roper

Limerick IT:
Dr Daragh Naughton
Marino Institute of 
Education:
Madeleine Ní 
Ghallchobair
Mary Immaculate 
College:
Vicky Brady
Maynooth University:
Dr Catherine Leen
NCAD
Dr Rachel O’Dwyer

NUI Galway:
Dr Rita Melia
Queen’s University 
Belfast
Roisin Hyde
RCSI:
Dr Helen French
TU Dublin:
Dr Liz O’Sullivan
Trinity College Dublin:
Áine Ní Shúilleabháin
UCC:
Prof.Colin Bradley

University College 
Dublin:
Dr Francesco Pilla
University of Limerick:
Dr Jean McCarthy
Ulster University:
Dr Art Hughes
Waterford Institute of 
Technology:
Dr Anne Graham 
Cagney
At Large - Creative 
Writing:
Kevin Kiely 5



The Fulbright Commission’s eight-person board is appointed by the U.S. Ambassador to 
Ireland and the Minister for Foreign Affairs, with members from both Ireland and the U.S.

U.S MEMBERS

IRISH MEMBERS

FULBRIGHT IRELAND-USA BOARD

Prof. Diane Negra (Chair)
Fulbright U.S. Alumna, Professor 
of Film Studies & Screen Culture 
and Head of Film Studies, UCD

Angela Gjertson
Deputy Director of Public 
Affairs, U.S. Embassy, Dublin

Christopher Wurst 
Director of Public Affairs, 
U.S. Embassy, Dublin

Thea Gilien
Director, Programmes and 
Experiential Learning Abroad, 
Boston College Ireland

Dr Sarah Ingle
Fulbright Irish Alumna, 
Secretary General of the 
Association of Consulting 
Engineers Ireland

Prof. John Hegarty
Provost Emeritus, 
Trinity College Dublin

Prof. Paul Donnelly
Professor of Management and 
Organisation Studies, 
Technological University Dublin

Dr Anne Cleary
Fulbright Irish Alumna, 
Research Fellow in the 
Geary Institute for Public Policy, 
University College Dublin
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The Commission’s 2019-2022 Strategy acknowledges the 
Fulbright Programmes’ intention of being inclusive and 
prestigious, and is committed to ensuring that diversity, equity 
and inclusion are at the heart of all of our activities. 

With this intent in mind, the Commission has assembled a 
voluntary Diversity, Equity and Inclusion (DEI) Panel. This Panel 
includes Fulbright alumni whose research, work experience 
and/or personal experiences provide insights into areas of DEI 
and give a voice to underrepresented communities. The Panel’s 
role is to provide consultation on how the Commission can 
improve and maximise accessibility, advance equity steps and 
enhance Awardee support.    

DEI Panel Members:
Chayla Rowley, Dr Ciarán McFadden, Dr Conor Shine, Dr Donal 
Fitzpatrick, Dr Elizabeth Matthews, Dr Judith Harford, 
Dr Jean McCarthy, Kimberly Reyes, Dr Marian Crowley, Dr Melissa 
Hidalgo and Dr Susanne Hamscha 

DIVERSITY, EQUITY 
AND INCLUSION

FULBRIGHT PRISM: 
IRELAND CHAPTER

GLOBAL:
DIVERSITY 
GROUPS

A FOCUS ON:

Fulbright Ireland Alum Connor Shine launched the 
Fulbright Prism Ireland chapter. Fulbright Prism is 
an independent, international NGO empowering 
LGBTQ Fulbrighters to be #outintheworld. Keep 
an eye out in 2021 for more information. 

You can follow them on Twitter @FPrismIreland 
or on Instagram: fulbrightprism.eire

Latinx 

Noir Families PrismHBCU

Access Lotus Salam
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https://www.instagram.com/fulbrightlatinx/
https://www.instagram.com/fulbrightnoir/
https://www.instagram.com/fulbrightfamilies/
https://www.instagram.com/fulbrightprism/
https://www.instagram.com/fulbright.hbcu/
https://www.instagram.com/fulbrightaccess/
https://www.instagram.com/fulbrightlotus/
https://www.instagram.com/fulbright.salam/


Image details:
1) The Cuilcagh Boardwalk Trail - Bill Flack
2) Seachtain na Gaeilge - Deirdre Murphy
3) Yosemite National Park - Kate Bermingham
4) Cliffs of Moher - Chayla Rowley
5) Glendalough - Chayla Rowley
6) Cullaun Cave - Chayla Rowley
7) Wicklow Mountains National Park - Nicole Childress
8) Newgrange - Jane Rigler

FULBRIGHT: 
IN THE PICTURE
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WHAT WE’RE MADE OF:
FULBRIGHT AWARDEES

U.S. STUDENTS 
CARMEN-JEANETTE STEPEK
Institution: California State University  
to Trinity College Dublin

SORCHA FEDERICO-O MURCHU
Institution: University of Limerick

CELINA FLOCKS MONAGHAN
Institution: University of South Florida  
to Royal College of Surgeons Ireland 
(RCSI)

HANNAH FLOWERS
Institution: Maynooth University

MAYA BAUER
Institution: Mercyhurst University  to 
Dublin City University 

ELIZABETH COY
Institution: SUNY Geneseo to Dublin 
City University
 
BRANDY BODEN
Institution: Syracuse University to 
Dublin City Gallery, The Hugh Lane

JULIA BOYCE
Institution: Tufts University Boston to 
Trinity College Dublin

DONALD NEUMANN
Institution: Marquette University 
Milwaukee to RCSI

ANTHONY NYBERG
Institution: Emory University to DCU 
(Sponsor)

LINDA ROCHFORD
Institution: University of Minnesota-
Duluth to Letterkenny Institute of 
Technology (Sponsor)

MARCY ROSENBAUM
Institution: University of Iowa to RCSI 
(Sponsor)

ERIC SANDWEISS
Institution: Indiana University to 
NUI-Galway

DAVID SKLAR
Institution: Arizona State University  
to RCSI (Sponsor)

STEFAN WARD
Institution: Central Washington 
University to Dublin City University

MICHAEL CASLIN
Institution: GCSEN Foundation to 
Letterkenny Institute of Technology 
(Sponsor)

U.S. SCHOLARS
LAURA MARSHALL CLARK
Institution: University College Cork

CHRISTINE DAVIS
Institution: University of North 
Caroline at Charlotte to University 
College Cork (Sponsor)

PETER GUARNACCIA
Institution: Rutgers University to 
Maynooth University

JENNIFER JONES
Institution: East Carolina University
Sponsor: Geological Survey of Ireland

ELIZABETH KEATING
Institution: University of Texas at 
Austin to Technological University 
Dublin (Sponsor)

PRECIOUS MCKENZIE
Institution: Rocky Mountain College to 
University College Cork (Sponsor)

DAVID BAKER
Institution: Institution: University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill to 
Maynooth University

JOHN BURKHARDT
Institution: University of Michigan to 
RCSI (Sponsor)

SARAH GENDRON
Institution: Marquette University 
Milwaukee to DCU (Sponsor)

U.S. AWARDEES 2019-2020
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IRISH AWARDEES 2019-2020
IRISH STUDENTS 
CONOR HOLOHAN
Institution: University College Dublin 
to University of Wisconsin-Madison 
Sponsor: Teagasc

HOLLY ENGLISH
Institution: University College Dublin 
to Smithsonian Conservation Biology 
Institute in Washington D.C
Sponsor: EPA

PIETRO MARCHESE
Institution: NUI Galway to University 
of South Florida in Tampa

MICHAEL O’SULLIVAN
Institution: University of Limerick to 
Georgia Institute of Technology
Sponsor: Enterprise Ireland

SUSAN BOYLE
Institution: Technological University 
Dublin to Smithsonian Museum of 
American History
Sponsor: Creative Ireland

HENRY MARTIN
Institution: National College of Art 
and Design to Archives of American 
Art, Smithsonian Institution
Sponsor: Creative Ireland

HELEN JENNINGS
Institution: Cambridge University to 
New York University

MUIRÍOSA GUINAN
Institution: University College Dublin 
to Exploratorium, San Francisco

MARK BERNEY
Institution: Trinity College Dublin to 
University of Chicago

DYLAN STORAN
Institution: University of Limerick to 
University of North Carolina

JOSHUA KIERAN-GLENNON
Institution: University College Dublin 
to Harvard Law School

ALEKSANDRA SERAFIN
Institution: University of Limerick to 
University of California San Diego

HUGH FITZGIBBON
Institution: Trinity College Dublin to 
the University of Pennsylvania

RICHARD HOGAN
Institution: Trinity College Dublin to 
Antioch University Seattle

ANNE MARIE SHIER
Institution: Technological University 
Dublin to University of Massachusetts

IRISH SCHOLARS
ASTRID WINGLER
Institution: University College Cork to 
University of California
Sponsor: EPA

LEANNE WATERS
Institution: University College Dublin 
to DePaul University in Chicago

JACK QUIN
Institution: Trinity College Dublin to 
New York University

ORLA MULDOON
Institution: University of Limerick to 
Kansas University 

MARGARET FLOOD
Institution: National Council of 
Curriculum and Assessment to 
Boston College

CHERYL LAWTHER
Institution: Queen’s University Belfast 
University of California, Berkeley

TARA CUSACK
Institution: University College Dublin 
to George Mason University, Fairfax, 
Virginia

HENRY DUNCAN
Institution: Trinity College Dublin to 
Rutger’s University

BRIAN MAGUIRE
Institution: National College of Art 
and Design to Missoula Art Museum 

AMANDA DRURY
Institution: Trinity College Dublin to 
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer 
Centre, New York
Sponsor: Health Research Board

TECHIMPACT SCHOLAR 
AWARDS
ELIZABETH O’SULLIVAN
Institution: All State Northern Ireland 
to Boston College

DAVID KELLEGHAN
Institution: University College Dublin 
to Iowa State University

JOSEPH STEPHENS
Institution: UCD to Boston College 
(Sponsor)

AMELIA KELLY
Institution: Soapbox Labs to 
University of Colorado, Boulder

FIONNUALA MURPHY
Institution: University College Dublin 
to University of California, Santa 
Barbara

FLTAs
RÓISÍN NÍ CHINNÉIDE
Institution: University College Cork 
to Catholic University of America, 
Washington DC

BRIGITA GALLAGHER
Institution: University College 
Cork to Elms College, Chicopee, 
Massachusetts

BRIAN DEVLIN 
Institution: Queen’s University Belfast 
to University of Notre Dame

JANE LUCEY
Institution: Mary Immaculate College 
to University of Montana

CAOLÁN Ó COISNEACHÁIN
Institution: Queen’s University Belfast 
to Davidson Community College, 
North Carolina.
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Kimberley Reyes | Fulbright U.S. Student Award

Kimberly is a poet, essayist, and second-generation 
New Yorker who travelled to University College Cork 
to study Irish literature, film and culture.  

I earned a master’s in Irish Literature and Film 
from University College Cork. While the course 
was challenging, time-consuming and enlightening, 
so much of what I learned was outside of the 
classroom. 

I choose to study in Cork because (outside of 
undergrad) I’d only ever lived in big cities like New 
York, San Francisco and Chicago, and I wanted 
to experience Ireland and Irish culture outside of 
its biggest, international city (Dublin). I was also 
captivated by the idea of Cork being “the rebel 
county,” and all that this implied historically and in 
its contemporary culture. And I was obviously drawn 
to UCC’s particular master’s program as many of 
my favorite writers and filmmakers are Irish and I 
wanted to study them outside of the American and 
Irish American lens.  

My studies, my classmates, and the insights of my 
thesis advisor, Dr. Barry Monahan, were beyond 
anything I could have envisioned. I was able to survey 
the works of my heroes like Enda Walsh, Neil Jordan, 
Oscar Wilde, and Patrick McCabe, alongside new 
favorites Lenny Abrahamson and Mary Morrissy (a 
lecturer at UCC when I was there). In my Fulbright 
application I stated that I wanted to study the 
postcolonial similarities between the Irish and Black 
Americans, and I achieved that and so much more.   

My thesis ended up being on the films of Black 

British director Steve McQueen (of Hunger and 12 
Year a Slave fame). I also learned and wrote some 
about the Black Irish, a community I was previously 
unaware of, so my studies went beyond the 
American and Irish paradigm. The ability to pan out 
and further internationalize my work has informed 
and enriched my writing and scholarship.  

I also made many important and inspiring 
connections in the arts world, fully immersing myself 
in the writing community by doing readings and 
publishing both poetry and prose for national literary 
journals and newspapers abroad. My first, full-length 
book of poetry was released internationally while I 
was Ireland, and UCC gave me a release party that I 
will never forget. I will always feel privileged to have 
been embraced by such a welcoming, intellectual 
community.  

And perhaps most importantly, a longtime fan of 
all things mayonnaise, potato and Cillian Murphy, I 
was able to indulge all of my vices. I wrote papers on 
films like ‘Disco Pigs’ and ‘Breakfast on Pluto’, and 
it’s fair to say I left Ireland with a supplementary 
master’s in chippers (Irish slang for fish and chip 
shops). My very serious research took me all over the 
island only to find that my hometown fave, Cork’s 
Jackie Lennox, is the true, well deserved king of all 
grease joints.  

My time in Ireland was invaluable and my 
connections will be lifelong as the island will always 
be a second home and my artistic muse. 

While the course 
was challenging, 
time-consuming and 
enlightening, so much 
of what I learned 
was outside of the 
classroom. 



David Monahan | Award: Fulbright Irish Student Award

David was awarded the Fulbright Ireland-USA 
Enterprise Ireland Award to undertake a year 
of my PhD research at the Institute for Medical 
Engineering and Science at the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. 

I was fortunate enough to be hosted by a former 
Fulbright Scholar, Prof. Ellen Roche, a world 
leading expert in engineering soft robotic devices 
for the treatment of cardiac disease. I visited her 
laboratory to develop a new soft robotic device 
which could release drug on demand which current 
medical devices on the market fail to do. I also made 
collaborations with the University of Washington 
in St. Louis to develop a new soft robotic device 
to treat type one diabetes by replacing the insulin 
producing cells lost during the disease.  

My time in the U.S. was one of the most enjoyable 
experiences of my life. I remember the day of my 
arrival in Cambridge, Massachusetts a city located 
a short walk from Boston which are both separated 
by the beautiful Charles River. I was in awe by the 
size of the buildings which are considerably larger 
than those in Ireland. I remember standing at the 
great dome in MIT and being so overwhelmed that 
I am a Fulbrighter and getting the opportunity 
to study at such an amazing University. Over the 
year Cambridge and Boston continued to grow on 
me I met so many wonderful people, learned so 
much about culture, and grew considerably as a 
researcher.  

My favorite experience throughout my time was 
the Fulbright Lab to Market Seminar located in 
Pittsburg, Pennsylvania. Before this experience I 
knew being a Fulbrighter was special, but I had 
no idea just how much. During this week I met 79 
Fulbrighters from 52 countries across the world, 
each doing remarkable things and coming from such 
diverse backgrounds. I can honestly say without 
a doubt I had some of the best conversations of 
my life over this week. I learned so much about 
remarkable things that each Fulbrighter was doing, 
I learned about so many cultures, the backgrounds 
that people come from, and the opportunities that 
Fulbright has provided to so many people. During 
this week I made friends from all over the world, 
many which I am in contact with and hope to one 
day meet again. This experience truly made me 
understand what it was to be a Fulbrighter and 
promoted my understanding of different cultures 
and backgrounds. I also got the opportunity to meet 
a CEO of a company in my field during this seminar 
and got to discuss the companies work and made a 
valuable contact. 

Being a Fulbrighter has truly been an amazing 
experience for me. I will always remember the 
amazing time I had in the USA and I hope one day 
I will return to Boston to further my research. I will 
always remember the amazing people I met here, 
the beauty of the leaves changing in the Autumn, 
the snowy Boston winters, and spending my summer 
kayaking down the Charles River.

My time in the U.S. 
was one of the most 

enjoyable experiences 
of my life.
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Conor Quinn 
Conor Quinn | Award: Fulbright TechImpact Cybersecurity to Boston College

My Fulbright experience brought me to the city 
of Boston. As the inaugural Fulbright TechImpact 
awardee in Cybersecurity to Boston College, I spent 
three months researching and working with Director 
Kevin Powers and the MS in Cybersecurity Policy & 
Governance. 

The programme has a unique approach to 
education in cybersecurity with an emphasis on 
leadership, critical thinking, analytic problem 
solving, and communication skills. As my career is 
in cybersecurity consulting, I was keenly interested 
in how the programme prepares professionals to 
meet and respond to the challenges of today’s cyber 
ecosystem. Additionally, having the opportunity to 
research various cybersecurity issues, with a leader 
in the field like Professor Powers, attracted me to go 
to Boston College. 

While in Boston I was fortunate enough to meet 
and engage with some well-known global thought 
leaders and experts in cybersecurity. The Fulbright 
credential opens those doors and opportunities. 
The highlights of this includes representing Boston 
College at cybersecurity research initiatives with 
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) 
and getting to spend time at the Federal Bureau 
of Investigations (FBI) field office in Boston. For 
someone early in their cybersecurity career this 
experience was priceless. Having the opportunity 
to travel to the United States to research really 
highlighted the need to have broad networks and to 
make lasting connections. For me, this meant I can 
call on expertise and insight in a trusted way, as I 
further my career. Although I was only in the United 
States for a few short months, I am still in contact 
with many members of the Boston cybersecurity 
industry. 

Before embarking on my Fulbright journey, I had 
never been to Boston. Although the Irish links of the 
city precede itself, on arrival I was warmly welcomed 
by everyone associated with the Boston College 
Cybersecurity programme and the Irish community 

of the college and city. I was afforded many social 
opportunities including attending the BC Global 
Leadership Institute and Gaelic Players Association 
events. As a sports enthusiast, I managed to see 
The Red Sox, The Celtics, The Boston Bruins and The 
Patriots play over the course of my time in Boston. 
While at Boston College, I wanted to engage with 
the university in a way that was not just about 
my work. In Ireland, I play hockey at the highest 
club level. I managed to volunteer with the Boston 
College field hockey programme over the course of 
their historic season, reaching the ACC final and the 
final four of the NCAA national championship. 

Looking back on my Fulbright experience, it was a 
once in a lifetime experience and I am very thankful 
for the opportunity to go to Boston College. The 
Fulbright name is world renowned and is held in 
high regard. The opportunities provided by it, be it 
professional or personal, will always stand to me 
as I further my career. To this day, I am still part of 
the Boston College cybersecurity research group, 
contributing to the research efforts of the college 
and the cybersecurity programme. 

My Fulbright brought me to the University of 
California, Berkeley where I was a visiting PhD 
researcher in the Physics department. The Physics 
department at Berkeley hosts a world leading 
research programme that is firmly centred around 
collectively solving problems to make society a 
better place. Its proximity to both the Lawrence 
Berkeley National Laboratory, which hosts 13 
Nobel prizes, and, Yosemite National Park were, 
admittedly, the reasons I chose to go to the Golden 
State. On top of this, my undergraduate education 
at Trinity College Dublin and postgraduate research 
at King’s College London focused on the theoretical 
aspects of material science; at Berkeley I wanted to 
experience what it was like to work at the front line 
of science, and use my theoretical expertise to solve 
real world problems.  

The Fulbright 
credential opens 
those doors and 
opportunities.



Evan Sheridan

Evan Sheridan | Award: Fulbright Irish Student Award

Evan Sheridan is a PhD candidate at King’s College 
London. He received a BA in Theoretical Physics 
from Trinity College Dublin and a MSc in Non-
Equilibrium Systems from King’s College London. 
As a Fulbright student, Evan carried out research 
on next generation materials for smart technology 
applications at the University of California, Berkeley.

My advisor at Berkeley was Dr. Sinéad Griffin and 
we immediately hit the ground running and focused 
on resolving an outstanding question in quantum 
information science: why is it hard to build a 
quantum computer? The realisation of a computer, 
based on the rules of quantum mechanics, has 
the potential to change the computing ecosystem 
as we know it, allowing for technologies that 
operate more efficiently, while at the same time 
solving problems that are completely intractable 
for ordinary computers. Our efforts resulted in 
two significant collaborations with the research 
groups of Professors Irfan Siddiqi and Professor 
Ramamoorthy Ramesh, where I had the pleasure 
to work in teams of scientists from all over the 
world. From these joint efforts, I learned a lot about 
leadership, determination and being in the right 
place at the right time.  

The Fulbright experience was entirely formative for 
me, especially arriving in Berkeley at the time I did, 
being at the epicentre of the American effort for 

quantum computing just as it is kicking off. Since 
my departure, the United States government has 
invested close to $1 billion into quantum information 
science, with a fifth of that allocated to the Berkeley 
team I was part of. It is in this respect that I feel 
that while my Fulbright year has just ended, the 
after-effects are just beginning. Since returning 
home, I have been awarded two grants that will 
allow me further develop the ideas I explored at 
Berkeley, and my Fulbright work has been recognised 
by the American Physical Society.  

It would be remiss of me to mention the exceptional 
circumstances under which my Fulbright occurred. 
In the midst of an unprecedented global pandemic, 
and being so far from home, I was incredibly grateful 
for the kindness shown to me by my  colleagues, 
friends and fellow Fulbrighters. I learned it was still 
possible to reach out within the community, where 
I had the privilege of mentoring both high school 
and undergraduate students from first generational 
academic households. 

The Fulbright Student Award has been massively 
helpful and transformative for me. It has changed 
how I approach doing research and gave me 
opportunities I could only ever dream of. 

The Fulbright Student 
Award has been 

massively helpful and 
transformative for me. 
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Cecily Ní Loinsigh | Award: Fulbright Irish Foreign Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA)

Cecily Ní Loinsigh is from the Gaeltacht village of 
Béal Átha’n Ghaorthaidh in Gaeltacht Mhuscraí, 
County Cork worked as a Foreign Language Teaching 
Assistant at the University of Montana for the 
academic year of 2019/20. Cecily worked with a 
Cork native Dr. Traolach Ó Riordáin who set up the 
Irish Studies Programme at the university in 2006.

‘Beatha teanga í a labhairt’ is a ‘seanfhocal’ which 
is preached and practiced within the Irish Studies 
Programme in Montana. From the outset, a strong 
emphasis is based on pronunciation of vowels, 
vowel combinations and diphthongs in order to gain 
mastery of speaking the Irish language.

Of course any language cannot be taught without 
exploring the history and cultures of the country 
of origin. There was a weekly ‘seisiún ceoil’ held 
in one of the local brewery’s every Tuesday night 
where Irish music could be heard being played on 
traditional musical instruments, as well as that Irish 
‘sean-nós dancing’ could also be seen. This event was 
very well supported by the local Missoulian people 
who demonstrated their great flair and ‘grá’ for 
traditional Irish music and dance.

I am a keen cook and baker. At a Saint Patrick’s 
Day celebration, the International Society at the 
university were very pleased to sample some 
traditional homemade Irish Stew, Irish Soda Bread 
with Kerrygold Butter, De Roiste Black and White 
Pudding , Charleville Cheese and of course Barry’s 
Tea.

While in Montana, I had a fantastic opportunity to 
discover the State by travelling to Glacier National 
Park and Yellowstone National Park with the 
International Society at the University.

Glacier National Park is situated in Montana’s Rocky 
Mountains with glacier-carved peaks and valleys 
running to the Canadian border. 

On our day trip, we experienced the magnificent 
McDonald Lake and travelled the widely renowned 
‘Going-to-the-Sun Road’ where we encountered 
some breath taking views.

We also visited Yellowstone National Park as a 
weekend trip. Yellowstone is unique due to its large 
array of geothermal features, canyons, ecosystems 
and wildlife. The ‘Old Faithful geyser’ was certainly 
a highlight as it erupts approximately every 45 
minutes sending large volumes of boiling water into 
the air for 2 to 3 minutes.

Another highlight of my time in America was a trip 
to Washington D.C for the mid-year conference. 
While I was there I have the opportunity to visit 
the White House, the Pentagon, the United States 
Capitol, the Lincoln Memorial, the National Mall and 
the Washington Monument.

I embraced the Montanian style of living by going 
on lots of hikes, learning how to Cross Country 
Ski and Swing Dance, I sampled some local brews 
and was hosted by a local family for Thanksgiving 
dinner. As well as that I attended the local Farmers’ 
Markets, Harvest Festivals and local Art exhibitions. 
I also enjoyed supporting the University’s team 
‘The Grizzly’s’ at American Football Games as 
well as Basketball and Volleyball games. And 
finally, I learned how to ice-skate, curl and had the 
opportunity to try my hand at some ice-hockey.

My Fulbright experience certainly enhanced me as 
a person and as a teacher; I will forever be grateful 
for such a life changing experience and I thoroughly 
enjoying sharing my stories and experiences. The 
following proverb is certainly true ‘Bíonn an siúlach 
scéalach.’

My Fulbright 
experience certainly 
enhanced me as 
a person and as a 
teacher.



Chayla Rowley | Award: Fulbright U.S. Student

I am a citizen of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma. 
We tell the story of an important period in history. 
Not many years after our people were forced to 
leave our ancestral homelands by marching the 
Trail of Tears, the Great Famine swept through 
Ireland.

Feeling their hunger pains echoed in our bellies and 
the tears they wept for their loved ones mirrored 
on our cheeks, we took a collection and sent what 
would amount to approximately $5,000 today. The 
Choctaws had so little and had lost so many, but it 
was because of this hardship, not despite it, that 
we felt called to contribute. Generosity given in 
the face of adversity and uncertainty is one of the 
purest expressions of hope. By giving under those 
circumstances, we shared not only money but hope.

Reflecting on my time in Ireland, I am filled with 
gratitude. I arrived wanting to connect with the land 
and people my tribe felt so strongly about all those 
years ago. I had no way of knowing how deeply the 
same sentiments of hope and kinship would play into 
my own experience.

When COVID-19 began impacting Ireland, daily life 
often felt overwhelming. Many people reached out 
to offer support. Some I knew very well and others 
not so much. My final days in Ireland and my weighty 
decisions were lightened thanks to the hope they 
shared with me.

Adding to the impact, I learned that back in the U.S., 
the Navajo and Hopi nations were suddenly receiving 
an unexpected influx of money. Upon investigation, 

they learned the unanticipated numbers were 
largely coming from Ireland. The Irish remembered 
the Choctaw’s historic act of generosity and were 
moved to “pay it forward” when they heard about 
the difficulty the Navajo and Hopi nations were 
having due to COVID-19.

In the 1800s, the Choctaw people recognized 
themselves in the Irish. They did not focus on the 
differences of distance, nationality, skin color, etc. 
They were moved by our shared humanity. What was 
given was not a debt or favor needing repayment. 
It was the mutual sharing of hope among kindred 
spirits. Since that time, the Choctaws and the Irish 
have continued their relationship. The Irish even 
installed a sculpture entitled “Kindred Spirits” in our 
honor. I had the opportunity to visit the sculpture. 
Its sheer size is moving. It conveys the message 
that this is not a token thank you for something 
which happened years ago. It is a tribute to a lasting 
bond and celebration of the beauty that exists in 
humanity.

In 2020, the Irish did not focus on the fact that 
the indigenous nations currently in need were two 
completely different ones from the Choctaw Nation 
that inspired it. They identified with those coping 
with the effects of a pandemic they too were trying 
to get a handle on. They chose to share hope during 
a time clouded by uncertainty. Witnessing and 
participating in the recognition of this kindred spirit 
is what I will hold onto.

Reflecting on my 
time in Ireland, I am 

filled with gratitude.

Winner of the 2020 Photo Competition
Midleton - Kindred Spirits Sculpture with Chayla in Choctaw Flag
12 Oct 2019 - Chayla Rowley
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Irish Fulbright Alumni Association

PARTNERS & FRIENDS
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THE NEWS
HIGHLIGHTS FROM 2020

Diversity Equity and Inclusion

Each year, the Fulbright Commission in Ireland encourages current Irish and 
U.S. Fulbright Awardees to enter its Photo Competition.  

Open annually from February to July, high resolution photos of Awardees 
engaging with their Fulbright work or enjoying cultural activities in their 
host country are particularly welcome. 

In 2020, the Commission received dozens of spectacular photos from Irish 
and U.S. Awardees. Many of the shortlisted images have been included in 
this report.  

WINNING IMAGE ON PAGE 17

This year The Fulbright Commission Ireland assembled a voluntary 
‘Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Panel’. This panel includes Fulbright alumni 
whose research, work experience and or personal experiences provide 
insights and give a voice to underrepresented communities.  

Panel members; Chayla Rowley, Ciarán McFadden, Conor Shine, Dr Donal 
Fitzpatrick, Dr Elizabeth Matthews, Judith Harford, DrJean McCarthy, 
Kimberly Reyes, Marian Crowley, Dr Melissa Hidalgo, Dr Susanne Hamscha 

As part of the initiative, we published a new ‘Diversity, Equity and Inclusion’ 
statement, available to read on our website. 

Throughout the year, we ran a significant number of webinars in lieu of 
physical in-person events. 

Topics included; 
‘Mental health / Organisational behaviour’, ‘Living & education in the US’, 
‘Making the most of working from home’, ‘Updates on travel to the US & 
colleges’ plus ‘Culture and Diversity’. 

We also ran webinars on scholarship opportunities for; ‘Artists, Writers, 
Arts Professionals & Students’, in  ‘Health, Science & Tech’, ‘Scholarships for 
Professionals’, ‘in the Humanities, Education & Business’, ‘Scholarships for 
Irish Language Speakers’ and ‘in Law & the Social Sciences’.

In June we held the 2020-2021 Fulbright Irish Awards Celebration online via 
Zoon with special guests Minister of State Ciarán Cannon T.D., Ambassador 
of Ireland to the USA Daniel Mulhall and U.S. Embassy Deputy Chief of 
Mission Barbara M. Thomas.

The event gave a chance for Fulbright Irish scholars, students and Foreign 
Language Teaching Assistant (FLTA) awardees to introduce themselves.

Attendees were welcomed by Fulbright Ireland-USA Executive Director 
Dr Dara Fitzgerald while Fulbright Chair, Professor Diane Negra and Irish 
Fulbright Alumni Association President Sinead Murnane also addressed the 
awardees.

Chaith Deirdre Murphy bliain mar FLTA ag teagasc na Gaeilge agus ag 
tógáil ranganna le hOllscoil Gonzaga, Stát Washington. Chuir sí spéis sna 
bundúchasaigh in Spokane. Anois, tar éis di filleadh abhaile, tá téascleabhar 
Salish á aistriú aici go Gaeilge

A second U.S. awardees orientation was carried out for awardees arriving 
in early 2021. Representatives of the Commission team, Board, DFA and 
U.S. Embassy spoke at the orientation session.

We marked Thanksgiving with a virtual celebration evening for all current 
Fulbrighters and Alumni. The evening was hosted by Fulbright Alumni Liam 
Carr with speakers Tim Meagher and Tricia Richards-Service who spoke 
about American immigration history, Thanksgiving, and 2020 in the U.S. 
respectively. Members of the Commission Team and Board also attended.

A Year of Webinars

Virtual Thanksgiving Celebration

Salish go Gaeilge

Photo Competition 

Virtual Fulbright Irish Awards Celebration

U.S. Awardees Orientation
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Fulbright Ireland-USA 
Financials

2018

€1,413,709

€644,548
Irish Government

€2,444
Other €199,400

Irish HEIs

€165,241
Irish Agencies

€401,078
U.S. Government

ANNUAL INCOME

AWARD EXPENDITURE

€121,985
Irish Language in 
U.S. Institutions 

€30,024
Other

€474,879
Irish Awardees

€1,039,648

€412,706
U.S. Awardees

€1,413,7092020

2019

2018 €1,594,358

€1,624,371

€1,039,6482020

2019

2018 €1,536,903

€1,600,979
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(L to R)
Paula Melvin, Awards Manager
Emma Loughney, Communications Manager
Dr Dara Fitzgerald, Executive Director
Sonya McGuinness, Senior Awards Manager
Sara West, Executive Assistant
Rowan Gallagher, Communications Officer (maternity cover)

Social Media Corner

6,290 followers

2,045 followers 

28,226 views 

473 followers 

906 followers 

THE TEAM
FULBRIGHT IRELAND COMMISSION STAFF
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